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AN UNFORGETTABLE TRUE STORY OF GoVvERNMENT CORRUPTION AND Racism IN AMERICA
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“They did not choose this path, they were chosen for it.”

4 C H 0 S E N Perception dictates everything. It influences an individual’s poise and belief of the system

At Unsonirrane Tave Stony e Govemmires Conmenion ano Racisn w Avnca of right and wrong, loss and triumph, and pro and con. In essence, perception sways the
direction an individual’s life will take based upon their whims; forging an identity that not
I only exhumes a person, it exalts them.

f,,nuu.'

4 On the rain soaked New Jersey turnpike, on the evening of April 23, 1998, perception
altered the lives of two acclaimed police officers cast in the line of duty, four young men

who dreamed big for their families, one ambitious governor trying to make a difference,

one district attorney caught between the hypocrisy of his work, the morality of the

American legal system itself, and every individual sitting in their living room in

America — and beyond.

Eclipsing the notion of race, 4CHOSEN presents an ensemble cast in a series of historically

based characters that were immediately and entirely affected by the tragic incident of

racial profiling that occurred regularly in the state of New Jersey. Four boys of African-
American and Hispanic descent who loved the game of basketball decided to take a trip from their homes in New York to North Carolina
for a camp where they could be seen by collegiate and professional scouts in the hopes of making a difference in their lives. Fate would also
have two Caucasian and highly decorated young troopers patrolling the turnpike that night just one month after they were involved in a harrowing
incident where their heroics not only saved lives, but also brought a criminal to justice. Two sides. Two perspectives. One collision course that

results in tragedy.

With the boys driving an unmarked and rented van, with the driver operating the vehicle under a suspended license, and with his nervous slip of
hand forcing the car in reverse, ultimately backing into the police cruiser, the pair of young officers eerily reminisced to their previous incident

the month before and immediately took aggressive action. They began to fire into the van. They engaged in self-defense. Or did they?

4CHOSEN presents the audience a unique opportunity to see this incident that altered the landscape of the American legal system from the point
of view of all of the characters involved at the behest of District Attorney Michael Jenkins, a young and ambitious single father who found his
efforts to reform the interior corruption and practices of the New Jersey Internal Affairs futile; ultimately leading him to a cynical life of law in a
diminished hope of making his four year old daughter’s life better. Immediately after the incident occurred, discrepancies on the police report
become sketchy at best, and Jenkins is brought on board by his solemn duty and under the direct scrutiny of the governor’s office. Public outcry
turns what would seem a typical case of a potential drug stop into a mistake gone horrifically wrong — a mistake that many within the state would
like to sweep under the proverbial rug. Jenkins finally finds himself in a position to do what he has always wanted to do: to make a difference.

The only question is: what really did happen that night? It's Michael Jenkins’s job to figure that out.

For more information contact:
Kevin Leckner, President, Starline Films
1357 Broadway Suite #544 e New York, NY 10018 e 212-751-7827
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Imbuing the enigmatic characters and emotion of Crash with the political intrigue of Oliver Stone’s JFK, 4CHOSEN presents a scenario and truth
to this day that is disputed. Shadowed by the concept of a socio-political cover-up, with relevancy to the current political climate, 4CHOSEN
takes us beyond the incident; opening with the characters lives before the incident, during, and dealing with the aftermath and the subsequent

search for justice that we all search for in our lives during troubled times.

Seen from the perspectives of Ralph Menar, the St. Johns University basketball star who exudes discipline upon the notion of doing things “the
right way” by serving as the boys’ personal mentor and coach; struggling attorney David Ironman who later becomes the boys’ legal counsel
but must deal with his own demons and monetary problems within his split household; Governor Christine Todd Whitman who is caught in a
soul search for what is best for her constituency versus best for her own career; and young New Jersey state trooper James Kenna who opti-
mizes the awkward inner battle by being thrust onto the force by a closed minded, yet loving father who takes issue with listening but has no

problem articulating his method on handling life by partnering his reluctant son with a super cop.

All of these characters, fighting their own personal problems, are thrust together into a pot that is nearly boiling, and must reckon with one
another to determine what is right and what is wrong, not only for themselves, but for everyone. What really did happen on that fateful night,
and just who was right, and who was wrong? Questions like that are never easy to answer, but with all of these characters having a major

stake in the resolution,answers find themselves coming at a premium.

This falls to the hands of Michael Jenkins to ascertain the truth. But as emotion becomes involved, the public revolts, and soon enough spreads
like a cancer. As the stories change, altered by time or crooked means bent on a political agenda, Jenkins’s investigation begins to not only
uncover the truth about April 23, 1998; but also the realization and revelation of a practice undertaken by those who were meant to protect all
Americans. Originally brought in to pursue justice against four boys of his own ethnicity, Jenkins soon realizes things are not nearly what they
seemed. Suddenly, two successful officers who have contributed to keeping the streets safe for their populace find themselves under fire

for doing the very practice they were taught. By coming before the court, Jenkins must assess which reenacted version of the events is the

truth — for this case has become bigger than just four boys and two officers.

Right, and wrong. The truth is, perspective dictates everything. One man’s hero is simply, another man’s villain. But the only way to determine
anything is to seek the truth. That is Michael Jenkins job. Soon enough, he realizes that none of these events are coincidence. Soon enough, he

realizes, that everyone, including the four boys, were 4CHOSEN.

For more information contact:
Kevin Leckner, President, Starline Films
1357 Broadway Suite #544 e New York, NY 10018 e 212-751-7827
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“They did not choose this path,
they were chosen for it.”
— Reverend Al Sharpton

Narrated by

flioto credit: Bill Farringt!n (

Four young minority basketball players from

New York City are traveling to North Carolina |
for a college basketball showcase when
they are racially profiled by two Troopers, N.J. sued in (g
NJ State Troopers and then shot @g "'f’i"f—’f‘li'?‘;ﬁ‘éi
13times. The 4CHOSEN must struggle — .

to overcome their injuries, adversity

and controversy. The powerful team of
attorneys led by assist them as
they rebuild their lives and influence major law changes.

Danny Reyes Jarmaine Grant ~ Rayshawn Brown
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By ELEANOR O'SULLIVAN

MOVIE WRITER

on Doscher, producer and
director of the documen-
ary “4Chosen,” says “it's not a
Disney film."
Hardly.

“4Chosen” chronicles the
story of four young minority
basketball players from New
York who, while traveling in
1998 to North Carolina for a
college basketball showcase,
were “profiled” by two New
Jersey state troopers, who fired
11 shots,

Three of the players were
wounded.

All survived, and the state of
New Jersey awarded the wvic-
tims $12.9 million in damages.
The late Johnnie Cochran was
one of their lawyers.

April 23 marks the 10th anni-
versary of the shooting. The
documentary is narrated by
talk show host Montel Wil-
liams, whose company owns
the film. It includes interviews
with the Rev, Al Sharpton, law-
vers Peter Neufeld and Barry
Scheck and musician Wynton
Marsalis.

New Jersey State Police
Troopers John Hogan, 38, of
Florence, and James Kenna, 37,
of Hamilton Square, fired 11
shots into a van carrying the
unarmed black and Latino
men. They stopped the van
near Exit 7A of the New Jersey
Turnpike in Burlington
County. The troopers publicly
acknowledged later they
stopped the van because its oc-
cupants were black and Latino,
having been trained that these
minorities were more likely to
be drug traffickers.

Both troopers said the shoot-
ing was self-defense. They said
they opened fire after the van
backed up toward Hogan and
knocked him to the ground. Ke-
shon Moore, Daniel Reyes,
Leroy Jarmaine Grant and
Rayshawn Brown were the vic-
tims.

Doscher, who also is an
actor, said he stepped in to di-
rect the movie after it had lan-
guished for a while under an-
other production company.
Williams is promoting the film
to raise money for the founda-

-

Director calls ‘4Chosen’ a human interest drama

Montel Williams narrates the documentary “4Chosen,” which

will be shown today at the

Paramount Theatre
Williams will co-host tonight's red carpet arrivals.

(FILE PHOTOD)

tion he heads researching mul-
tiple sclerosis; Williams suffers
from the disease.

Doscher is a principal in
Starline Films, the company
that produced “4Chosen.”

“When 1 first approached
making the film — I know this
will sound strange — I didn't
really see it as a racial profil-
ing movie,” Doscher said. “Of
course, that is an element of
the story, but I envisioned it as
a human interest drama.”

Doscher interviewed the four
victims first and then the state
troopers.

“I invited the troopers to my
office and said, ‘You were in-
volved — what is your story?'
It just so happened that their
stories matched identically (to
the victims' stories). That is
fascinating. There was no dis-
crepancy.”

Doscher says the film shows
how the shooting incident be-

in Asbury Park.

came highly incendiary politi-
cal and racial issues.

“The politicians pointed fin-
gers at the state troopers; the
‘avupers exPoim hey @t
trained to act as they did; mi-
norities point fingers at the pol-
iticians and the state troopers,
and then it's a complete train
wreck," Doscher said.

Doscher said he has received
threatening comments on the
film's Web site,
www.4chosenthemovie.com.

“We've been accused of try-
ing to exploit the troopers neg-
atively. In essence, it's the com-
plete opposite,” Doscher said.

Feature film is next

With a possible start date of
spring 2009, Doscher plans to
make a feature film about the
incident as well. He has ap-
proached David Anspaugh
(“Hoosiers™) to direct and Lau-
rence Fishburne to perform in
the narrative version. Doscher

said Starline Films will pro-
duce with Universal Pictures.

Doscher said cast members
will include Fishburne, Cy-
bill Shepherd, Billy Zane and
Danny Aiello, a partner with
Doscher in another film ven-
ture who is appearing at to-
night's “4Chosen” event at
the Paramount Theatre in As-
bury Park.

“We were very happy that
Diane (Raver, founder of the
festival) reached out to us to
be in the Garden State Film
Festival. She realized what
we could bring to the festival,
as far as celebrity contacts
and help in promoting the
festival,” Doscher said.

A portion of ticket sales
will benefit the Montel Wil-
liams MS Foundation
(www.montelms.org) and sup-
port the sixth annual Garden
State Film Festival.

An “After After Party” will
begin at 11 p.m. today at Mat-
tison Park, Mattison Avenue
and Bond Street. Admission
is free; a limited number of
reservations are available to
the public. To reserve a
space, call (732) 298-3559.

Eleanor O'Sullivan: (732)
643-4256 or eleanor@app.com

4CHOSEN

8 p.m. today

o Paramount Theatre,
Asbury Park * Montel
Williams and Starline
Films will host red carpet
arrivals at 6:30 p.m.,
with Danny Aiello
singing at 7:30

p.m * Reception follows
screening with
performance by Brian
Kirk and the Firks » $25;
a portion of the proceeds
benefits the Montel
Williams MS
Foundation » (877)
908-7050 or

www.gsff.org |
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Rinando and MSO
do fine at the Basie

By CARLTON WILKINSON
CORRESPONDENT

L ucian Rinando, the Mon-
mouth Symphony Orches-
tra's new assistant conductor,
led the ensemble Sunday after-
noon in warm, sumptuous per-
formances of turn-of-the-cen-
tury compositions by Delius,
Bruch, Chausson and their Rus-
sian contemporary Kalinnikov.

The program at the Count
Basie Theatre in Red Bank
opened with British composer
Frederick Delius' “Walk to Par-
adise Garden,” a beautiful, at-
mospheric piece from his 1901
opera “A Village Romeo and Ju-
liet.” The ensemble got off to a
rough start here but had
warmed up by the end, turning
in a resonant, gushing climax.
Rinando's gestures seemed
graceful and confident in his in-
terpretation, yet appeared to be
wrestling for control of the or
chestra through most of this
single movement work.

The second work was the
Double Concerto for Clarinet
and Viola of Max Bruch, played
with extraordinary tone and
agility by guest violist Dorothy
BooesKl. Tne "W{5U s Hirector,
Roy Gussman, was highly effec-
tive in the solo clarinet part and
the joint interpretation of the
two soloists was at times in-
spired. Premiered in 1911, the
Bruch concerto is a gorgeous,
lyrical piece of music, harking
back to the height of the Ro-
mantic era. Rinando handled
the balance of orchestra and so-
loists expertly and the orches-
tra's playing was superb.

After intermission, there was
a performance of Ernest Chaus-
son’s symphonic poem “Vivi-
ane."” While written 30 years be-
fore the Bruch, it is more

progressive in many respects,
blending the tonality bending
techniques of Wagner with a de-
cidedly French accent, a mix
that would later blossom into
the Impressionist style of De-
bussy and Ravel. Again, the or-
chestra had some rough
patches, particularly at the
opening, but overall it was a
moving performance of a fasci-
nating work.

The high point of the evening
was the surprisingly refreshing,
clean and punchy Symphony
No. 1 by Vasily Kalinnikov. |
confess, I know next to nothing
about this composer. Few peo-
ple do, it seems. He had an ap-
parently promising career as a
conductor that was cut short
due to illness and he retired to
the seaside town of Yalta to
rest. He died at age 34 in 1901 of
tuberculosis, having composed
two symphonies, some songs
and solo piano works and little
else.

This symphony was popular
in the early part of the 20th cen-
tury but fell out of favor. Per-
haps the Cold War and a grow-
ing animosity toward Russia
interadeel. W marha tasies,
changed. Whatever the cause,
the work languished in the
dusty bins of orchestral librar-
ies. An exciting piece of music,
it is now being rediscovered by
orchestras and has been re-
corded by several.

In this last performance of
the evening, Rinando was com-
pletely at ease with the orches-
tra. His interpretation was right
on target, and the ensemble
played extremely well. The au-
dience interrupted after each
movement with applause and
the gave the orchestra a stand-
ing ovation at the end.
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BY

DALY MEWS SPORTS WRITER

ESHON MOORE and his passengers
weren't sure why they’d been pulled
over. It wag raining like crazy on the
New Jersey Turnpike and Keshon hadn't
been speeding. It was-late, but Danny
Reyes had been keeping him awake. So it
wasn’t reckless driving.

“I had a suspended license, though,”
he says. “I figured they’d just tell me that
somebody else had to drive.”

So he was taken aback when the Jer-
sey State Trooper walked over to the min-
ivan with his gun already cocked. So tak-
en aback that he accidentally started the
van in reverse.

Bad call. The officer and his partner
opened fire on the van. Confused, Kes-
hon cowered instead of stopping the van.
A bullet tore through Danny’s arm. Anoth-
er ran through Jarmaine Grant’s knee. An-
other lodged itself in Rayshawn Brown's
wrist.

Somehow, Keshon escaped unscathed.
At least until he understood why he’d been
pulled over in the first place.

“I'd been on a military base my whole
life,” Keshon says. “I'd always been around
blacks, Latinos, Filipinos, whites. I was na-
ive. I didn’t know what was going on.”

Almost eight years after that April 23,
1998 incident, Keshon finally gets it —
the cops were practicing racial profiling.
Three blacks and a Latino in a rented min-
ivan? That read drug bust.

“At least we got out of it,” Reyes says.
“We didn't know each other until that
night. That was the first time we all met
each other. If it hadn’t happened to us, it
would have happened to somebody else.
And they could have ended up dead.”

These four didn't end up dead. They
brought a civil suit against the state of
New Jersey, landing a $12.95 million set-
tlement. In January 2002, troopers James
Kenna and John Hogan pleaded guilty to
official misconduct and providing false
information under a deal to avoid prison
time. Kenna and Hogan originally claimed
that Moore was speeding and had tried to
back over the troopers approaching on
foot. The two officers later admitted that
the state police practiced racial profiling.

* “There’s been some improvement, but
let’s be real, in reality it's not been dra-
matic.”

That'swhy Danny and Jarmaine went to
the United Nations twoweeks ago tospeak
about racial profiling. And why Rayshawn
goes to New York City elementary schools
to talk about the same issue. Danny be-
lieves that they were “chosen for this, to
speak against racial profiling.” So that’s
why the documentary of their experienc-
es, due out this summer, is aptly named
4Chosen.

What you're chosen for isn’t always

Profiles

8 years later, ex—hoopsters

easy. These players didn’t even know each
other until they stepped into the van. They
just wanted to play ball.

All four were in their early 20s, and had
bounced around JUCO’s and community
colleges for a few years. All four had failed
to capitalize on above-average height, tal-
ent and heart. They all knew their opentry-
out at Division II North Carolina Central
represented their last, best shot at playing
serious ball.

Central was a meeting point for coach-
es and scouts from the triangle schools —
UNC, Duke, N.C. State — to evaluate tal-
ent. Vince Carter once worked out there.
These guys weren't Vinsanity, but they still
had professional aspirations. They so bad-
ly just wanted to play ball.

*“I was thinking USBL or CBA or some-
thing,” says Rayshawn.

Then suddenly, he was wondering
whether he'd ever shoot the ball again. He
could pull up his shirt and show off a gun-
shot wound by his ribs. But he’d rather
flash the lengthy scar around his right el-
bow and show people what nerve damage
has done to his right hand. His pinky fin-
geris hooked and doesn’t move. It wiggles
only when he moves his whole hand.

Righty Rayshawn learned to shoot the
ball with his left, but his pro dreams fell
apart, replaced by nightmares. For a year,
he couldn't sleep.

“I'd close my eyes and the whole thing
would flash before me,” he says. “I had to
start seeing a psychiatrist.”

Jarmaine can’t drive past the area on
the Turnpike without slowing down. He
gets quiet when he approaches the area,
and his facial expression turns grim. He
had wanted out of the inner city. The trip to
Central was a ticket, not a chance.

“Central was going to give me a schol-
arship,” Jarmaine says, “but then Fairview
State started calling. It was the first time [
was being fought over. My family knew [
would come back with a scholarship.”

Instead, he came back with a
souvenir bullet in his right arm.
It had lodged itself near a nerve, and the
doctors said taking it out would cause only
more damage. Thanks to a mangled left
knee, he could barely walk through most
of 1998.

“I could see the hurt on his face,” says

(Clockwise from top. L)
Police examine van in-
volved in 1998 shooting
of Keshon Moore. Moore,
Jarmaine Grant, Danny
Reyes & Rayshawn
Brown talk with News re-
porter Ebenezer Samuel.
Officer James Kenna
and Rev. Al Sharpton at
court proceedings that
followed racial-profiling

| incident.

fiancée Gail Sutton. “It was like “Wow, I'm
never going to be able to walk again’.”

He joked about it, but it hurt ihside.
Basketball was “my religion,” he says.
Now he had to worry about walking. The
headaches he could deal with. The scarshe
could deal with. The worst thing? The: dol-



leges stopped calling.

They stopped calling Danny, too. He had
a scholarship offer from D-1 Hofstra be-
fore leaving for Central. He went because
it was a holiday weekend. And it wouldn’t
have hurt the former honorable mention
McDonald’s All-American to have Coach
K watching him.

“l was starting to get a lot of looks,” he
says.
He had foreign ball on his resume (Puerto
Rican Superior League). He faced solid AAU
comp (Fellpe Lopez, Stephon Marbury). And
at6-7, he had height.

And then, at 20 years old, he was learning
to write again. A

his arm were reconstructed, but for a year, he
couldba.relyholdacq:mmsnghthand.

“No blood was getting to my hand,” he
says. “It hurt. And it still hurts now.”

It still hurts Keshon, too. He sits with the
group at Amy Ruth’s in Harlem, talking and
laughing and trading PS2 video-game barbs.
He talks about racial profiling and how he
can't see it ever stopping because “it’s the sys-
tem, not the people.” But he grows silentwhen
he talks about April 23, 1998, and he sneaks
peeks at his reflection in the restaurant’s full-
length mirror.

“] dealt with a lot of guilt,” he says. “I was
depressed. I was about to give up ball.”

He wasn't shot, he could have played for

Central. But he moved to Virginia, unsure of
himself. He's only since started to finish col-

“We didn't get the chance,” he says. “Some-
body basically wrote our script.”

They've all tried to rewrite the script. All
four have invested and savedtheirshare of the
settlement. That, they say, has helped make
the transition easier to a life after basketball.

slower steps and crossovers, but brighter up-
stairs. They keep playing, with equal parts
frustration and fight.

Jarmaine told everybody he lit it up at the
Y on Thursday, but he left something out. He
got “scorched on D.” He couldn’t move later-
ally the way he wanted. When his knee buck:
led, he just left.

Danny can't play everyday because his

In courage

remember Jersey Turnpike cop horror

arm starts to throb, and he can no longer
dunk because his back hurts. Rayshawn will
play semi-pro ball this summer, but he knows
he's not the explosive Rayshawn anymore.
He can’t drive hard to his right.

“Mygameisgood,” hesays, “butit’s just not
the same. 'I\wnyearsagqldtdn‘tevenwamto
play anymore.

He played mllege ball anyway, at Bloom-
field in New Jersey, and now he runs a record
label, GUNGAME Recordz. They're all help-
ing Danny with 4Chosen, trying to spread
the word about racial pro- — Samuel

“We just need to let people know that the is-
sue is really big,” says Rayshawn. “We got to
cut that out for one another.”

Aweek ago, Rayshawn says he was pulled
over in New Jersey again. The officer said
there was a warrant out for his arrest. He

4 CHOSEN, the documentary about the
April 23, 1998 racial-profiling incident
that took place on the New Jersey Turn-
pike involving four college students on
their way to a basketball tryout at North
Carolina Central has been in production
since 1998. It will be released on DVD in
o June.
Produced by Danny Reyes, in associ-

Documentary coming in June

ation with Starline Films, it features live
news footage of the events and ensuing
civil suit that netted the victims $12.95
million in an out-of-court settlement with
the State of New Jersey, as well as inter-
views with family members and the “4
Chosen.” Starline Films begins shooting
a feature film this fall. It is scheduled to
be in theaters in early 2007.

cuffed him and put him in the back of the
squad car. Rayshawn started to argue, but he
stopped when the cop said, “I don’t see why
you're making a big deal.”

Rayshawn says that the officer ran his
name and eventually let him go after no war-
rant showed up. Aroutine background check
done on Brown by the Daily News turned up
no outstanding warrants or violations.

“] just said, ‘It’s not worth it,”” Rayshawn
says. “As long as he’s not inflicting tremen-
dous physical harm. Cops be bugging. But
times are changing.”

_Slowly, says Danny. More states are pass-
ing laws against profiling, he says.

“And just the fact that New Jersey ad-
mitted to racial profiling was big,” he says.
“They have cameras and radars in every car
because of us.”

And because of 4Chosen, they all played
together last weekend. Hip-hoppers ran
against Hollywood stars at Basketball City
in Chelsea. Danny, Keshon, Jarmaine and
Rayshawn teamed with the Hip-hoppers for
the win.

Danny scored 20 points, none on dunks, to
take home the MVP award. Jarmaine rained
down threes (“He was on a mission — you
could see it in his eyes,” quips Danny). And
Keshon got to the hole with ease, penetrating
and kicking to Rayshawn, who nailed threes
— with that banged-up right hand.

They were finally just playing ball.
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Are we past prof Img

The turnpike shooting victims after they received a $12.95 million settlement from New Jer-

sey. From left: Danny Reyes, Keshon Moore, Jarmaine Grant and Rayshawn Brown.

An investigator
marking evidence near
the state police cruiser

and the van at the
scene of the April 23,
1998, shooting on the
New Jersey Turnpike,
near Exit 7A. Two
troopers fired 11 shots
into the van, which
carried four young
black and Latino men
enroutetoa
basketball tryout in [S88

North Carolina.

End federal monitoring
of state police, officials say

By WILLIAM LAMB
" STAFF WRITER

A decade after a shooting on the
New Jersey Turnpike exposed a cul-
ture of racial profiling among state
troopers, Governor Corzine and oth-
er officials say the state police have
made enough progress to be freed
from federal monitoring.

A committee that Corzine ap-
pointed to evaluate a 1999 consent
decree ruled late last year that the
state pohce had “become largely self-

Ene in the 10 years since
l.mopexs d 11 shots into a van car-

rying four young black and Latino
men from New York City on their

B Woodcliff Lake filmmaker dis-
cusses his documentary about the
shootings in Tuesday's Better
Living section.

way to a basketball tryout in North
Carolina.

That incident sparked a national
debate over the use of racial profiling
as a policing tool and prompted a se-
ries of radical changes that funda-
mentally altered the way the patrol
division of the state police operates.

The committee acknowledged,
however, that "quesﬁons remain
about the racial disparities” in some
recent traffic stop data. There is evi-

See SHOOTING Page A-9 KENNA
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Timeline

April 23, 1998: Two state troopers
stop a van on the New Jersey
Tumpike carrying four black and
Latino men on their way to a bas-
ketball tryout in North Carolina.
Troopers James Kenna and John
Hogan fire 11 shots into the van,
injuring three of the occupants.
April 1999: Kenna and Hogan are
indicted on charges that they lied
about the race of drivers that they
pulled over in the four months be-
fore the shooting. A state Attorney
General’s Office report concludes
that charges of racial profiling by
troopers are “real, not imagined.”
September 1999: Kenna and
Hogan are charged with attempt-
ed murder and aggravated as-
sault.

December 1999: A consent de-
cree is imposed, mandating feder-
al oversight of state police patrol
operations.

February 2001: New Jersey set-
tles a lawsuit filed by the four
men, paying them $12.95 million.
January 2002: Kenna and Hogan
are spared prison time in ex-
change for pleading guilty to offi-
cial misconduct and providing
false information.

December 2007: A commitiee
appointed by Governor Corzine
rules that the state police have
“become largely self-regulating”
under the consent decree.
Corzine says he will ask the gov-
emment to end its oversight.
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Shooting: 10 years later

From Page L-1
dence, the committee reported,
that minority drivers continue to
be stopped more frequently than
white motorists, leading some crit-
ics to complain that state officials
are rushing to end federal over-
sight before the issue has been re-
solved.

Deborah Jacobs, executive di-
rector of the ACLU of New Jersey,
said last week that progress has
been made. But she argues the
consent decree is a “flawed de-
vice” that should be replaced with
a strong and permanent monitor-
Ing system.

“It did a lot of
EOOd things but it

idn’t solve all the
problems, and we
need a better sys-

“[Police] were
looking for guns
and drugs, but all

Neufeld said the case was “the
perfect storm for illustrating to the
American public for the first time
the very serious consequences of
racial profiling of drivers. They put
the whole issue of ‘driving while
black’ or ‘driving while brown’ on
the front pages, where it had nev-
er been previously.”

The state police agreed to fed-
eral monitoring under the terms of
the consent decree, which went
into effect in December 1999.
Cameras were installed in cruisers
to record each stop, and troopers
are required to note elements such
as the time of the
stop, the race of
the driver and any
action taken. That
information is en-
tered into a data-

}:](..‘nolt)(; [igig?e 'I'i,n they Cﬁl.lld ﬁnd Eiis:'eél-il}i}sui;erﬁ:
light of the fact wasa Bibleand  sors and by a fed-
of AicanAmere the complete TR Rick
i withon cnd WorksofJobhn  Tuenes e st

of the turnpike are
still grossly dispro-
portionate to their
representation in
the population, it
would be foolish
to stop any over-
sight and not con-
tinue strong systems of profes-
sional accountability.”

Racial profiling emerged as an
issue after April 23, 1998, when
Troopers James Kenna and John
Hogan pulled over the rented van
that Keshon Moore was driving to
the basketball tryout at North
Carolina Central University. Star-
tled that one of the troopers had
his gun drawn, Moore accidental-
ly put the van in reverse. The
troopers opened fire, striking each
of Moore's passengers — Danny
Reyes, Jarmaine Grant and
Rayshawn Brown. Moore was not
injured.

$13 miillion settlement

The troopers initially claimed
that Moore had been speeding.
Eventually, they admitted stop-
ping the van because its occu-
pants were black and Hispanic —
a trick they said they learned from
their supervisors to spot likely
drug suspects.

“They were looking for guns
and drugs but all they could find
was a Bible and the complete
works of John Steinbeck,” Peter
Neufeld, one of the attorneys who
represented the four, said last
week.

The men received a $12.95 mil-
lion settlement from the state in
2001. The following January, Ken-
naand Hogan were spared prison
time in exchange for pleading
guilty to official misconduct and
providing false information.

A LAWYER WHO
THE FOUR MEN
SHOOTING CASE

Steinbeck.”

PETER NEUFIELD,

tendent, said the
system is “a great
management tool
for the supervisors
to both reward
good behavior and
to recognize bad
behavior that
needs to be changed.”

Because of turnover, most state
troopers assigned to patrol duty
have never known any other way
of doing business, Fuentes said Of
the 46 troopers assigned to patrol
duty at the Troop B headquarters
in Totowa,-37, or about 80 per-
cent, were hired after Dec. 30,
1999, when the consent dewvree
was imposed, said Capt. Al Della
Fave, a state police spokesman.
Statewide, 756 of the 1,059 troop-
ers assigned to patrol duty, or
about 71 percent, were hired un-
der the consent decree.

“We have the consent decree
now embedded in our standard
operating procedures that are cru-
cial to our patrol practices [and]
the way we conduct our training
and the way we conduct our in-
ternal affairs,” Fuentes said. “The
organization is just completely
comfortable from top to bottom
working within that new architec-
m."

Corzine said in an interview
last week that racial profiling “is
unacceptable under any circum-
stances.”

“More broadly, we need to
guard against it,” he said. “[ think
the committee on police stan-
dards laid down a lot of checks
and balances that, if generally im-
plemented, will end up giving the
public assurance that people are
treated equally before the law.”

Jacobs, the ACLU state direc-
tor, said Corzine is acting hastily

REPRESENTED
IN TURNFIKE

by asking the federal government
to suspend oversight.

She cites an ACLU study that
showed black drivers accounted
for nearly 31 percent of traffic
stops between Exits 1 and 7A on
the turnpike in August and Sep-
tember 2005, even though they
accounted for just 17 percent to
19 percent of the traftic on that
part of the highway.

New documentary

Corzine's committee commis-
sioned a panel to review the study.
It found “a number of limitations
in the data,” but reasoned that
“these limitations did not appear
to undermine the ... report's con-
clusions.”

Moore, Reyes, Grant and
Brown, whose dreams of basket-

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Troopers James Kenna, left, and John Hogan pleaded guilty to mis-
conduct and providing false information. They were spared prison.

ball stardom effectively died on A new documentary film about

the turnpike shoulder in Mercer their ordeal, titled “4 Chosen,” re-
County that night in April 1998, veals that Brown, a 2004 graduate
of Bloomfield College, is a per-

declined an interview request.

sonal trainer and has started a
record company called Mpire En-
tertainment. Moore is married
with a daughter and coaches bas-
ketball in the Amateur Athletic
Union. He and Reyes have a stake
in a professional basketball team
in Puerto Rico. Grant is married
with a daughter. -

In the film, the four take stock
of the impact that they have had
on policing in New Jersey and be-
yond.

“A lot of laws got changed
throughout the country,” Moore
said. “In time, hopefully racial
profiling will be eradicated. It’s
systematic and it's something
that's been going on for years and
years and years, and that’s hard to
change. What those two troopers
did that night didn’t stop us from
living our lives the best way we
could.”

E-mall: lamb@northjersay.com
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"Alvin and the Chipmunks" is amon-g.tl-ie
new releases on DVD today. 6
‘_% Get into the baseball season with the

Hit-N-Run video game tour. 2

FROM DROPOUT

The Sixth
Annual
Garden
State Film
Festival
When: Thursday
through Sunday.
Where: Asbury
Park locations in-
clude the Para-
mount Theater,
1300 Ocean Ave.;
the Berkeley Hotel,
1401 Ocean Ave.;
Synaxis, 660 Cook-
man Ave.; and the
Stone Pony, 913
Ocean Ave.

How much: $10
per two-hour block
of films.

Red carpet event:
There will be a spe-
cial showing of
“4Chosen: The
Documentary,” 7:30
p.m. Thursday at
the Paramount The-
ater, Director Jon
Doscher, actor
Danny Aiello and
talk-show host
Montel Wiliams will
be present. Tickets
for “4Chosen” are
$25, with proceeds

NA]'J.VE'S PATH TO A benefing the Mon-

MOVIE CAREER WAS Fondan.
/A'WINDING ONE, rlomaion:

TARIQ ZEHAWI/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

TO DIRECTOR -
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