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Anyone’s Son

HARRY DE LA ROCHE SR. was a God fearing, patriotic, dedicated family man. He was also admired as a boy
scout leader, a little league coach, and was respected by his peers in the middle class community of Montvale,
New Jersey. Everything appeared to be seemingly normal for the De La Roche family. Or at least that’s what
everyone thought. What people didn’t know was the dark secret inside the De La Roche home, which was
brought on by Harry Sr.’s split personality. He was an abusive stern taskmaster and a strict disciplinarian.

Harry Sr’s. dark alter ego was especially obsessed by his name sake, Harry Jr., who could never live up to his
father’s expectations. Harry Jr. was pushed, abused and taunted his whole life by Harry Sr. who demanded
excellence and perfection, both in academics and athletics. Harry Sr., lived vicariously through Harry Jr. and
forced him to participate in sports and activities as well as encouraging him to become a gun enthusiast. But it
was evident that Harry Jr. was not up to the task. Nothing in his life ever seemed to fit, and though he tried his
very best, he always fell short in the eyes of his father. This meant severe punishment from Harry Sr. that was
administered brutally, both mentally and physically. Outside the De La Roche home, Harry Sr. was the perfect
father. Inside, he was a monster.

On Thanksgiving weekend 1976, Harry De La Roche Jr., now 18 years old, was returning home from The Citadel
Military Academy for the long holiday. On his way home, Harry Jr. contemplated how he would break the news
to his father. Harry’s plan of quitting the Academy was not an option his Dad would ever consider. Harry Sr. was
finally proud of his son and still managed to have a controlling influence on Harry and the choices he made.

When Harry arrived, the town was busy preparing for quiet family dinners and the big High School
rivalry football game. But for Harry, bigger issues clouded his consciousness as he
retreated into solitude, a somewhat comfortable zone for Harry.

Harry was afflicted from the intense disciplinary parenting instilled by his
father and was constantly in search of his father’s acceptance and
approval. But as fate would have it, Harry was finally’ going to

get the attention he craved.

As the weekend drew to a close, a communication breakdown
between Harry and Harry Sr. would ultimately drive Harry to his break-
ing point, as he crossed that fragile line, reaching a point of no return.
The unsuspecting evil that lay dormant was about to unleash a
demon into the soul of Harry Sr.’s son.

Based on a true story and a best selling book, Anyone’s Son portrays the horrific
events of a haunting holiday weekend, in 1976. Harry De La Roche Jr. was arrested
and charged with murdering his father, mother and two younger brothers while they
slept. Soon after Harry’s arrest a totally different story would emerge. Harry claims to
have confessed under duress. He maintained then and does to this day that he did
not commit these murders. He claims that his brother Ronnie killed the other

family members. Upon discovering this he then turned the gun on his brother iy
in a fit of rage.

So what really did happen to the De La Roche Family? There are many unan- A
swered questions in this tragic story. This gruesome and shocking nightmare,
something that no one could ever imagine, shattered the entire community of i =
Montvale New Jersey. The De La Roche Murders represent the collapse of the Ha rry Ha rry
modern day American family. Harry could indeed be Anyone’s Son. 1976 2005
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Harry De La Roche with Actor/Writer/Producer Jon Doscher at South Woods State Prison



Anyone’s Son

HARRY DE LA ROCHE JR.

Harry De la Roche, Jr. has been incarcerated since he was 18 years old. Now, more
than thirty years later, he faces his third and final appeal for parole. Harry Jr. is now
serving four consecutive life sentences for the horrific, grisly murders of his father,
mother, and two younger brothers as a result of that unforgettable Thanksgiving week-
end in 1976. This compelling true story is told through the eyes of Harry De La Roche,
Jr as he is seen stepping back into his past in present time, to finally reveal the brutal
reality of the dysfunctional De La Roche family. In a desperate attempt to clear his

conscience, Harry finally can come to terms with the truth, by forgiving himself and

freeing his soul.




Anyone’s Son

HARRY DE LA ROCHE SR.

A God fearing, patriotic, dedicated family man. Harry Sr. is a loyal husband to Mary
Jane and a seemingly good father to his three sons, Harry Jr., Ronnie, and Eric.

He is also admired by his peers as a Boy Scout leader, little league coach, and for his
work within the Church. He is an avid gun enthusiast who believes that guns represent
power and control. He encourages his sons to actively pursue his passion for firearms
and marksmanship. Harry Sr. appears to be the perfect Dad; however, he has a strong
split personality, and lives vicariously through his sons as a stern taskmaster and strict
disciplinarian. Harry Sr’s dark alter ego is especially obsessed by his eldest son, Harry

Jr., who will never live up to his father’s expectations which leads to the collapse of the

De La Roche family.
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Anyone’s Son

MARY JANE DE LA ROCHE

A devoted wife and a loving mother, Mary Jane is honored for her hard work with the
Welfare Board, Chamber of Commerce and the local Republican Club. In addition, she
works part time at the local library, assists in distributing the district newspaper, and
delivers food baskets to the needy. At home, she is subservient, reserved and quiet.

A classic enabler, she ignores Harry’s mental and physical abuse towards her three sons
in fear of standing up to him, deferring to all of his wishes and commands. Mary Jane’s
concerns for Harry Jr. were evident with her knowledge of the pressure and ridicule he
received at school combined with the strict guidelines Harry Sr. set for him. However, she

never imagined that this would all lead to the ultimate collapse of the De La Roche family.
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DOCUMENTARY FILM ANYONE’S SON BOOK FEATURE FILM

IMPORTANT DATES & INFO:

e Anyone’s Son has been marketed as a feature along with the documentary Harry, A Communication Breakdown,
over the past two years, through our websites, events and press releases.

e Documentary Film was premiered on November 26th, 2008..

e Documentary Film is narrated by Academy Award Nominated Actor Danny Aiello.

¢ Book Forward to be written by Academy Award Nominated Actor Danny Aiello.

e Harry De La Roche was denied Parole for the last time in November 2007 (Immense marketing & publicity).
Refer to article titled “Man Who Killed his Family in 1976 is Denied Parole”

e Book Signings will be scheduled to promote the re-release of the book w/ Author Roberta Roesch,
Danny Aiello and Jon Doscher at Bookends book store in Ridgewood, NJ. (Anyone’s Son has already sold
over 100,000 copies since 1979)

e Book/Documentary DVD combo on sale for Fall 2009 Selling Season. (May to December 2009)

e Re-release the book with the theatrical release of the feature film.

www.starlinefilms.com | www.anyonesson.com
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“A moving story of a boy pressured beyond
endurance by family restraints and expecta-
tions. . . should provoke further analysis of
the case.”

Publishers Weekly

Journalist UncoversThe Why Of Famous
Family Mass-Murder Case

A domineering father, an oppressive military school and an acute sense of failure were the fatal
combination for Harry De La Roche, Jr., the New Jersey youth convicted of the mass killing of
his family over Thanksgiving holiday, 1976. ANYONE’S SON: A True Story (Andrews &
McMeel), by Roberta Roesch with Harry De La Roche, Jr., shows how the seeds of that murder
were sown by this “typical” American family and by the society which surrounded it. Using
confidential files, correspondence, and exclusive interviews with Harry De La Roche, Jr.,

it “reveals the emotional turmoil under the facade of what seemed like an average American
family.” according to Publishers Weekly. Flora Rheta Schreiber, author of SYBIL, writes:

“This is a true and chilling story of a recent crime by an 18-year old boy
from a ‘good family’. When ‘goodness’ in this instance turns out to be no
more than a mask for family psychosis, the reader feels the pity and terror
of the intense identification of thinking, ‘It could happen to my family.’ L



What appeared to be a normal suburban household on first glance, the De La Roches become a
family full of tension under Ms. Roesch’s scrutinizing reportage. Harry, who spent his early
years subjugated by his father (he was beaten and often forced to sit in a chair for two hours
without moving, for example), was a school scapegoat from first grade through his years at

the famous military academy, the Citadel. One of his peers wrote after the tragedy, “How
many of us perceived his loneliness yet continued to add to it? How many of us contributed
to the mockeries? How many of us can honestly say that we never harmed him? Can you think
of any Harrys you know?”

Statistics show that a high percentage of all murders occur among relatives. Some experts say
figures are on the rise. Rarely do we discover the motivations behind these crimes as clearly as
in ANYONE’S SON, which shows how family pressures can erupt into violence.

Roberta Roesch is a magazine writer, newspaper columnist and author of five books. As a
free-lance writer she has contributed to many major magazines, including Readers Digest,
Family Circle, Glamour, Us and Parents. Her column on careers runs weekly in the Bergen
Record. She is the author of JOBS FOR WEEKENDS and THERE’S ALWAYS A RIGHT
JOB FOR EVERY WOMAN.

Ms. Roesch, who teaches writing, lives in Westwood, New Jersey, a stone’s throw from
Montvale, the site of the De La Roche Murders.

ANYONE’S SON: A True Story
By Roberta Roesch

Andrews & McMeel

Publication Date: June 7, 1979
Price: $9.95

Pages: 305

Contact: Nancy Larick . .. .. TV/Radio
Gwen Jones. ..... Press



Mr. De La Roche; February 15, 2005

My name is Jon Doscher. I have been able to identify personally with your story starting at the time
I began high school at Pascack Hills. I remember always wanting to know more of the story,
wanting to know the real facts of the case and not just what people wanted to believe. Throughout
high school I saw the pressures and cruelness that classmates bring upon each other, and ultimately
what was brought upon you when you attended Pascack Hills.

LM b g =p = = g
A velBacrn Lo e L SR TR N o e
;

ik

I believe that this along with what I have found out about your family life from Roberta Roesch’s
book, Anyone’s Son, clearly outlines the reasons for you confusion and depression at that time.

Lol

Ironically enough, after high school I moved to 48 E. Grand Ave. in Montvale, just seven houses up
the street from your old residence. This only furthered my interest in you and the death of your
family members.

AR

Within the last two years I have become more passionate about finding out the intricate details of
the entire case. I believe that the trial you were put through was a disaster, combining elements such
as misrepresentation and misjudgment towards you. Someone in your position at that time, having
just lost your entire family should have been dealt with as someone in need of rehabilitation, not a
life sentencing.

Ak

e

1 now live in Ridgewood, NJ and have become a filmmaker. I own a production company called
Starline Films (www.starlinefilms.com), located in Upper Saddle River, NJ. My company is
currently promoting my crime thriller entitled ‘Remedy’ and we are currently in development of two
feature films, one of which is based on Anyone’s Son.

¥
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| From growing up in the same town and attending the same high school, [ am in contact with many

| people that were directly involved or affected by this tragic event. Many of them support the ideas

| that I have about telling your story because 1 wish to convey the accurate facts that surrounded the

| case. One of the goals I have set for myself in the production of the film is to somehow educate and
influence a mainstream audience on civil and human values. I also wish to touch the minds of the

| people on the parole board, to show them that you do not belong in a prison. The highest goal I am

| reaching for is to help, even one person, that may become a victim of circumstance, like you, and be
able to change what may or may not be in their future.

| The purpose of telling you all of this is because I wish to meet you. I would like to discuss my ideas
| and proposals and get your thoughts on them. Simply put, this story needs to be told and your
| involvement will make it more powerful.

! Jon Doscher
~ | (www.jondoscher.com)

201.818.STAR ¢ starlinefilms.com ¢ 348 Route 17 North * Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458




Mr. Jon Doscher
348 Route 17 Morth
Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458

March 15, 2005
Dear Mr. Doscher,

I received your letter the end of last month. Sorry it has taken me so
long to get back to you.

To tell you the truth, I am of two minds about a movie being made. Of
course a factual telling of the story would be helpful to me. on the other
hand, the State is very negative about inmates and publicity, good or bad.

Another thought is I don't know how appealing this story will be to an
audience. It's almost a thirty year old story, it doesn't involve famous
pecple or other subjects audiences find fascinating nowadays.

As for the Parole Board, they are ones of the groups of people who do not
like inmates and publicity combined. They are not happy with me anyway, as
I am back in the Appellate Court about their actions. Their last move was
to give me my last (third) denial of parolein the form of a § year "hit".

As far as scheduling a meeting goes. It would probably be more effective
if your office made contact with South Woods. What you want would have to
be a Special Visit. Regular visits, including adding people to visiting
lists, has to follow & very narrow procedure, Even though they de not Tike
inmates and publicity, they are sensitive to it, for fear of being painted
in a bad light. 5o, your requesting this would be best.

The Administrator’s (warden) name is Kathryn MacFarland, and the phone number
is (856) 459-7000.

fou could also start at the top, which is the Commissicner, Mr. Devon Brown
at (609) 292-9860. His Chief of Staff is Charles E£11is at (60%) 633-2744,

Or we could do this via letters. Phone calls and allowable numbers can only
be added to or changed twice a year, and the time for submission is not near.

Haiting to hear from you.

Cj- -'l.""‘"""‘"”{ _:DJ:'-- i _'E__.}E .L'.ﬁﬂ-:-._

Harry De La Roche

FB3628) SBIFGOE0T4A

south Woods State Prison H-11R
215 Burlington Road South
Bridgeton, New Jersey 08307
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Search Form > Lisi >3 Defals

SEI Number: CMM ST T4 A
Sentenced as: Dxeln Koche. Harry
Ruce: White

Ethnicity: White

Sex: Male

Hair Color: Hrown

Eve Calor: Hrown

Height: [

Weight: |53 the.

Birth Dt sepiember 23, [Y9%
Admis=on [hate: January 26, 1978
Current Facility: aWAsP

Current Max Release Dute: NIA

Current Purole Eligibility Duale: N/A X .

Correni Pri=on Senience

L
scounlsol: Nyenvary 26, 1978 Hanuary 26, 1974 Hergen $.1573-76  |None LIFE
A L3-) Murder

Incurceration Histors

Laibe Lt ol Lousioay Suib alloses oy allshis

Jamikary 26, 97 Currenaly Tm € iesiody

Uriterts (hosen:
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Lhaifiriries

The purpose of the Offender Search Web Fage is 10 promote public safery and welfare whale providing communny access 1o
selected offender mformation, consistent with the spint and intent of the dew Jesey Open Pablic Records Act (CPRA)

Thc Mew Jerey Departmient e Comections updates this infommation on o biweekly basis bo ensure that it is complete and
aocliile .1"¢J||.|l'\'i-ll il ﬂl.n R bl |'|-.'-'|.'|.:'.;| (AR bLY |.|1.u|.".' |.||.1||.|-.]'| ]II add it il e Boled
that offenders on Work Release. Fodough. or in a Halfway House ure visible (o the public and these tvpes of releases are not
necessunly reflectied in their profile. Therefore, the tmformation o this site may ool reflect the troe cumenl location. staius,
release date or olher informaion regarding an oifender

It should also be noted that the reconds of offenders who have been paroled or released are not updated after they, leave the
custody of the corectional facility, therefore, no presumplion should be mbde that any offender [isted a5 paroled from s
comectional Bcility rempins pnder detive piarole supervision

Furthenmiere cemuin affenders, ot the discretion of the New Jersey Depanment ol Comections and other Lw enforcement
agencies. may be excloded from the web wte
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By DAVID F. WHITE

Suspect Called "Outeast” Who Sought Friends

Aeew York Timen {[857-Cureent file); Mov 29, 1976; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New York Times (1851 - 200
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Monivale police ear cutsids the De La Roche hame where four mu;ul::.
af the family were found murdered yestorday.

fSlayhlg Suspect Called ‘Outcast’ Who Sought Friends.

By DAYVID F. WHITE

Ko was tall, toin apd wore plusses, e
was called & pood stdant by one of his
kigh-achao) teaeheri—althonigh he nedded
“paling"—he planned 1o .MLE Euﬂi'.u.l
soEnre Al The Cosdel, & Sog nrdking
millitnry college, bt modt of ali, peopie
wha knew Hary De La fioske Jr. saod
abotl him, B had alvways swanted fiendi

“Marmy realily wan nol aceepled by the
other myudenis,” Linds Keating, (6, =m
acqun|niance, sa%d mbaul the [E-year-ald,
who i charged with having shot hee
parenin ard two brolhers 1o desth &
they slept last might

"He was |[ike an cuicey. Peopls veauid
mock him,* mid Wis Kesibng, whi |nves
in Mentvele and works at Huoff's lca
Cream Bar there.

“As ha wenl down ihe hail, peopia
would fust ol e, “HI, Harry! fo t2ass
hlm™ dhe axjd,

Spemetimes b was worse iken fhat
Oece My o wan vinufslized, Theresa
EIﬁHHhﬂI. anpiher acqualntnsce. taid

He had & repubsiion for irpng Lo by
feieads; not directly, but i somabody wai
buring lunch, he would huy 1, acquaim-
Ancew sid Eagd might, IF somebody resded
pheoling, Harry weald affer to Buy

"He wai iy, He wantsd ayme
ally,” suid Mies Gagllans, wha In 15,
avel in Park Ridge and slio warks in tha
hem nrn.lm ruﬂhnr.

i ndw hy waEn't dccenied and he
Wi hard oo Himaell. Fe would Em:i.
himuell," Mins Cagllaso naja,

. Mo was pradusted (5l year [roem fas-
cuk Milly High School sid berams pna

of 1,030 cadetm af The Citedel, m 134-
=0l ginie-dgpoaried col where
i was ok of about 100 cadets |3 N Com-
pany and “an averige, quit neatrl ca.
det,” according o his (astiead Sificer,

Little elsg was knswa abosl De
La Hoche mt the tnﬂa;: Mr{rmnllu
given oul, declined io falk lo reporiess,
4 #pokeaman for the schenl eid
Ing, had teighi Mr. De Lz Roche socl-

al Paicack Hille and wid baffhed

"He wal very floe, very pleasant he
wias gocd all the way arousd™ Mr. Keat-

“He nmeedad o Mttla %

He wit w0t the [ype who

Aptording (o the Berpen Counly Prose-
cular, Jossph C Ww?cmh. Mr. De La
and had had targey praclice Ibcaily, Sev-
eral gunn wers in the De La Roche
the arder weapsn, n 2-caliher pistol

A nexi-door nelghber, Harold G, Busch-+
often when they wivked In thalr
yard or had paries oulside their red
he, oo, was confuied by the menders

"Ho was very active [a ks L
Bimscher ahowl the sh's Fither, Harmy
Wililans Freéderck La Hoche & Ford

Aoche's roommale, whose name wal Bod
sz Keating's lather, WFlEum Head-
00
Ty =|J"I|u naive of tnd might's menders,
ing sdid, » ey
|EII;IEB.|
clam.”
Roche had made markamenbip o hobby,
hame, MMr. Woddteck added, including
er, wha chatted with ihe De La Roches
bach-
elepboard and [agsione hoee, said that
Lobgue and chill alffales,” sid  Mr,
Miathe Cofipany salst mepreoniathe,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission
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New Report About Family Murder
Causes Delay in Teen-Ager’s Trial

By ROBERT HANLEY

Epeal 1= The Exw Tars Tisss

HACKEMSACHK, Oct. Z4=The murder
trial of Harry De La Roche Jr., the 18
¥ear-old former military studeny accused
of slaying kis parents and two brothers
Lant Movember, was posipensd indefinite.
Iy today amid a Nurry of subpoenss over
& weekend newspaper article in which
the leen-ager was quoted as maying his
Joupger brothes, not he, kad committed
thiee af the murders

The Bergen County Prosecuter's offics
Eerved m subpoena at the Hackensack of-
fice of The Record, demanding thai ihe
paper surrender the [npe recordings of
& four-hour jalhouse interview In which
Mr, De La Roche parportedly sald he had
killed hiz 16-yearald broiher Ronald In
s It of rage afier finding his father,
Harry Sr., 44; hig mother, Mary Jane, 50,
and youngesi brother, Erc, 12, mandered
In the family’s home in Moatvale,

The newspaper refused today 1o ¢
with the subpoena, contending that the
tnpe recording was privileged material
and thus was lepally protected from
foreed disclosure by & thres-week-old
amendment o the sabe's  so-called
“shield law." The 12-yvearald 'aw prokib.
its cowrts, the Leglsiatore knd other offi-
clal bodies from forclng newsmen o re-
veal o § FOUrpes,

The amendment on which The

i relying was :Jlrnd imte law Ocf,

Governor Byrne. It broadened the I

protective slona o nelude any news

or infarma a newsman gatkers, jrre-
wve of whether the source is identi-
mnd repardless of whether all thai

rilu iz disseminated 10 the general pub-

Argumeni Is Ciied

Before llu;umnmslrlrl became l“r.

& HEWSpApEr P BlARLbo
once subpoenasd, to with m- ﬁ.
ered from m source who had been publicly
identified by the néweman.

Hitrﬂ-. nim, llmw Thee mn:nl

that

ln-;mﬂw: l:uuru:hlm‘urnn
James F, Madden at 10 AM. 1k
the Frosecutor's subpoena wa

announced thal we were po

chied
Jodes
hezr

returmable.

going to respond.” Mr. Basnta &ald after
the private hearing in chambers.

Judge Madden immedistely imposed an
order on bolh Assistant County Prosecu-
tor Richard E Salkin. who I8 trying the
case, and Mr, De La Roche's defense af-|
torney, Joha R, Taylor, ordering them not |
to discuss (he case with the press, Judge |
Modden also ordered an Indefinite
in jury selection, which had been sched-
uled for this moming.

The judge taler said in 0 briel siatement
that b had ordered the delay “so both
the delense and the siate could fle cer-
tnfn mollons.™

Mo Further Steps Taken
Afier The Recard's original refusal to

comply with the wmm further

stips wore taken by el
W, Breslin Jr.

Prosecutlor

nmnm that he and Mr. Salkin expact-
ed that Mr. Banta w:uH TIW
tien mg::m the subpoena.

Mr.
plans io do go, and expected Mr. Breshin
oflice io firsi Mle & motion with
Madden Lo force The Record io com

with (he su
Althasgh Mr. Taylar refused to discuss
uu case becanse of what his office call
Madden's “pap order.” he ks knows
“ " rdﬁultblmhhm be -
Lape-reco L] iween
his client and John Banaszewski, . The
Record reparier wha Interviewed Mr, De
La Roche Insi Thursday in the Bergen
Coanty Jail annex, where he s being de-
mmnf - in ﬁlsm'ﬂ'., 'zui:-t-
w o sory int -1
ing the suspect as ng b EI-E his
onald afiter I Rilled the
Lhres other members of the family.

Mr. Taylar denied [n Mr. Banaszewskl's
ariicie that he had to permit the
interview go i would generate e
pre-trial publicity to win Mr. de La

a mis

Mr. Taylor was said to have argued
E:m ln:h:ﬂl::i:‘:l'? this morning :}h::

reparier a if Agretmeni

his interview with Mr. do La Roche would
be Hmiied to reporis of several inmals
repraisaly against the thin, introverted
suspect recently for the ad
vances of & homosexual Inmate.




De La Roche Found Guilty and Given

Coatinusd From Page 4

tlsoe the trial slared en Jano 5. One
juror, Daniel MeCrrthy, said that tha jury
wab ol convinced of Mr, De La Roche's
insanily, “There was no cné who ever
really came forward for the defenso to
prove 1o dbe jury's satiefacibon thal tha
defendant was jrsane” Mr. McCarthy
aadd. .
Richard E. Saliin, the prosecutar, said
bie wag relieved kst the Irial was gver,
He also sald he thought that Mr. De La
Roche's confession to all four murders
12 howrs afier they kad occurred was
Instrumental (o Lhe verdiel.

Rights Viclatian Charged

“The confesalon . . . was devasiating,”
Mr. Salkin said *“You have a man and
the man i taying whel end why he did -
=

Mr. Taylor said he would appeal pringl-
pally on the ground that the pelics had
violated Mr. De La Roche's constitutioanl
rifhis In oblaining the conlession. Judge
:r.l.ullhu had ruled oiberwise during the
trial.

The fowr members of the De La Roche
Lmlljr wers all shot 1o dehn: as the

eph cight days afler Ha ad rERlFEE
of Thanktgiving rl:‘mm his first
three months at the Citadsl,

The family had besn widely known bn
Manivale, 5 smadl white.collar suburh [n
northem New Jerssy, some 25 mies from
midiown Manhatign. They were generally
well-liked and appeared to most neigh-
bers and friends to be & normal and well-
adhesied family.

The father was an Enport official for
ihe Ford Melor Company m Mewark, He
wiks active in Montvale's Bélifs Club, Boy
Scouls snd the Athletic Clsb. He was
& gun enthasinst, and kept in kis modest
twi-slery frame howse a .22-caliber rifle
and threr plsiols—a 10-ghoy 22-caliber
wiematic, § J8-callber Smith and Wis-
wom, and & D-mem, sutomatic,

His wile &lso was popular ln Monivale,
Bhe worked in the lisrary mnd for the
Chamber &l Commeree, and earned exira

money for the l'mﬂ;;h;r working s a2
Teglonal disiribstor lor § counly news-
LT

Brathers Maore Oulgoing
Aonald #nd Eric were mare outgoin
and athletic than Harry Jr., who $
B feel 3 inches tall and was freguently

the bui of and prasks hﬁrtﬂ-
Hasry had little inlerest in oF dating
and spent most of ks free Lme eollectin

old coims, ilinkering with hiz car a
ieaching targei shoaling af & rifle ran
in the I-H.;Ebwln; community of P

heugh the elder De La Roche Sr.
freque boasted aboul his three sons,
be was also known o be & girlet diseipii-
rathan with & guick lemper. He wanted
Harry Jr., upon gradusbon from high
school, 1o begin pursning & ruIHu.l:.l' ca-
reer, Poor ight doomed the boy's ad-
miisslon & ond ko the United Slates
Miliwary, Navad and Afr Force Academies.
;tﬂ.lnj- dr. eveniually seilled on the Cita-

Bul from the moment he enrolled for
freshmen orientation there in August of

| 1876, he developed a stromg ‘dislike for

the school. Me testified that he had man-
ins with his compeny sergeant and was
often physleally whused, harassed, apd
hkzed by wpper-<lags students,

Harry's grades were poor and be wanl-
ed i oguit. But his parents urped Bim
o remain &b the Citadel, “"Ouiilers are
falures,” he father wrote once, according
o wrial testimany.

At Discotheque Before Slayiaps

Jast before midright on Nov, I7, 1978,
h by himeell 0 8 discotheque in
Pockland County, M, Y. drank thres
belt for beme, drank scvers) more
n CaT, knd Afrived a1 his howss
AM. Afler fsking off his
g.unp boots and Anmy el Jack-

Is pamis amd gocks, he sut in
sevesal minutes
Ehbnlting about whet 1 was going

Blocked due to copyright,
See full page imaye or

mmucrofilm.

Aanschifeg oy
Harry De La Roche Jr.

Life Sentence

Blocked due to copyright.
See [ull page image or
mmicrofilm.

Reproduced with permission of the cepyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissian.
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DELARM‘-ETEST]F[ES tary life. and averhsaring someone In the
1 . MEn"s room itwas 215 AM,
- - Once Mr La Roche's narralive
BHBTHER WAS K“‘LEH brought him back home and into the
death scene, he becarne vague about his
recollections after shooling Ropald as
Eriz lay dyieg.
Slew Ronald After Py cok vours, e B4 sald bt
s 1T o
i g i tile or
Discovering the Other Bodies— O A, aoiidng & opey
E‘Elﬂdﬂtﬁ His Eﬂ"hﬂﬂﬂ =1 sald, "Hey. what's up,” or something

ke that™ he recalled asking after enters-
|ing Ronald™s bednocm,

e said he saw Eric in the I of
By MOBEET NANLEY ‘blood. Then he said he went to his par
"'“""“;"'T“_" a 1a !-E;'l:u' room “wondering what's happen-
HACEENSACK, Jan. 18—Hamy ing.”
B T Felt for Father's Pulse
after mﬂﬁm from a discothéque "l gaw my parcats and the blood and’
and Dinding his parents shot 1o death snd 1 reached for father amd tried for
hiis % brother, Eric, dying in a i pulse™ he said, “I've had extra first
| poad of on his bed. aid," he added, uphlm'mf how he was

He said ke ke heard Eric “moag once instrucied on pulse detection. Real-
(and . : tzing both Elr'!nl‘_l were dead, he said.

‘I'Etﬂlppﬂl m“tl:uﬁt H:I.lll.t“ Erig he wH‘Ir[d'bIt dmh"":.r“.ld to find outl “what
wis "“E' tryfing 10 ust me," nappened and why" .
he said “It wes like s part of “He rpoke to me, but it wasn't his
me dis.” mormal voice. It was a liule slurred”

Mr. De La Roche said he moticed & he sabl, Afr. De La Roche then quoled
piviod Iying om a bedroom window slil Ronald as saying his father had discov-
a3 his other brother, Rosald, sat at the ered Ropald's “pol parapheralia” and
foot of his bed, wiking Harry 10 help wat golng to “turn him in to the police.”
b “My father was the type to hit first’

*] just picked it up and started pulling and ask questions later,” he sald, addin
E?: tl.ll_ji:w." he nH?"I just kept pulling II'II'.; his fathér was “extremely™ ow:«j

- to drug usage.

I!I.rllI:I:r Roche's atcouni today of He qh.aun-'ltd Ronald a= saying that his
the four murders in the De La Roche father threatened to shoot both the
famnily home in Montvale on MNov. 1B :rnlhm if he ever caught them with
1976, directly contradicted his Es5Lom,
ﬁﬂi&mmwmmmlrﬂdln rEﬁ;lnldmthtﬂiIilthtlﬂHm!
that he killed his parenis, Harry and how and he told me why, because he
Mary Jane, and Ronald ind Erle because was afrald of the drug bit." Mr. De La
M oo o MR RE el e, e et ey
P o mouns, which, b said, touched off bi

As he repudlated his earlier admissions, 1 BhoOURE Rona .
Mr. De La Roche spoke in o firm and | Immediately after dropping the gum,
steady voice and showed little emotion he said it “took a minaie to come an

deseribed the scene he sald he had where close to being cabm, 1 realized
except for his briel digres- was shot. Ard 1 said, ‘what have 1 done?
slon ahout Eric’s envy of him and at- How lrrdﬂ:ll.l ';uillh;: blamed for ail four,
templs to emulate him. Mr. De La Roche, which o
who usaally tilts ﬂiﬁﬂy ind rests his Once Mr. De La Roche concludes his
chin in his hand e testilying, sat testimony  tomorrow  and  undergoes
erectly in the witness chair througheat cross-examination by the proseculor,
his nute, detailed mccount of his Eﬂtudwmtuﬂil'd"{ -_-:- mmﬂmdm 1:1:‘;
ovements the night his family was mire- stily -
mu.m o 1 the defendant’s mental state immediately
Vague on Later Events after the murders.

As the delense allorney, John R. Tay-
Tor, led the defendani. a gaunt and pale
18-vear-old, through the narraiive, Mr.
D La Roche was explicit about all his
actbons until the time he said he discov-
ered the bedies,

He remembered driving around early
in the evening with a friend in his car;
(ar 1o the ducothequs in New City, .Y
car to the  H.Y
being embarrassed about his Citadel T--
shirt, which was adorned with & Mickey
Mouse figure dressed in a military uni- -
{ srm drinking three bottles of heer: talk- -
ing to a discothique patron about mili-

g ow & SR Eor O T SIDYyT R Det e | o
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DeLaRoche Found Guilty in Killing
Of Family and Given Life Sentence

By ROBERT HANLLEY

im Eiling (6 Fa amil Gilvem LiTe Senlehoe
Ir-'l'lt!'-l-l.'l:-l'l'l.l'i.Tn-i-lb.

M F-Clorreet Jam 17, 1978, ProChest Hiseracal “ewapapers The Mew Yiork Timses (183 - 3081}

Apsrial is T Bee Yorkh Timnk

Hl.l:H'E.I'EE._ﬁ'I:I{. Jan. 26=—Harry D La
Roche Jr. was found guilly today of first.
degree murder for fatally shooting his

parents and twe younger brothers in their LY

home in Montvale 14 months sgo and wil
senienced (o life in prison.

Judge James F. Madden of Superior|
Court Imposed comcurrent life terms for
gach of Lhe four counls of murder, the
mandatory sentence for flrsi-degroe mur-
der convictions In Mew Jersey. Mr. De
La Roche would be eligible for parole
afler serving 14 years 8 monihs. His
lawyer, James R. Taylor, sald he would
appeal the verdicl

Mr. De La Roche, a pale, thin 1B-year-
old former cadet at the Clisdel din
Charlesion, 5.C., showed no emotion as
the verdicl was samounced by the jury
foreman. Mre. Marise Althouse.

Offers No Stalement

At he had for mnuch of the Tnal Rt
opened three weeks ago, Mr, De La Roche
sat slightly hunched and stared siraight/
ahead, his chin resting in his right hand, |
He maimtained the sama posture and de-
meanot while the seven men and five
women on the panel were polied indjvidy.
ally on each of the murder charges.

Then, on Instruction, he rose for
sentencing and stood crecily belween hig
silorney, Mr. Taylor, and ihe Rev,
Charles Innendoarl, (ba [amily's pastar.

Hmmmmﬂ'-wwhﬁn Furthart ¢

Judge Madden askod Lhe defendant il bt
winited (o speak.

“Nao_sir,” Mre. De La Roche replied sofl-

After the sentencing, Mr. Pe La Roche
spoke animatedly for about 20 seconds
te My, Taylor before being handcuffed
by sherlil"s depaties and lod out of the
COlrtroam.

The verdict, reached afier six and a
half kours of deliberathon over twa days,
was (he mosd severe thal could have been
returncd against Mr. De La Roche, The
jurors turned aside (wo other possible
findirgs Judge Madden had left open Lo
them: second-degree murder and mcquits
tal by reason af legal nsanity.

The insanity defenke to all four murders
was {irst reised by Mr. Taylor on the
eve ol deliberations on Toesday when
he abandoned an earlier defense Lhat Mr.
De La foche killed only his 15-year-old
brother Ronald after Ronald had killed
his parenis, Harry Sr, 44, Mary Jane,
50, end kls other brother, Eric. 12, on
Mov. 18, 1076

In that new defense, Mr, Toylor con-
tended 1hat Harry's snxielles gver return-
Ing 1o what he termed the “privale hell”
st the Citadel led 1o an overwhelming
psychioets thal resulied in all four shoal.
ings.

l1£.|u: |urars were chosen in Camden
Counly so they would nol b subject 1o
preirisl puiblicily amd L |

Contlnued :l‘; Eﬂlil.l |

percbucticn protubilend withoul pormisseon.
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Harry De La Roche Jr. in prison in 1980. De La Roche, who in 1976 killed his mother, father
and two brothers in Montvale, will serve more time after being denied parole Wednesday.

Man who killed his family
in 1976 is denied parole

By CAROLYN SALAZAR
STAFF WRITER

A man who has served
nearly three decades in prison
for killing his family in Mont-
vale was denied parole
Wednesday.

Harry De La Roche Jr., who
killed his mother, father and
two brothers on Thanksgiving
Day in 1976, will serve at least
18 to 36 more months in
prison before he is eligible for
release, said state Parole
Board spokesman Neal Buc-
cino.

- The 11-member board de-
nied De La Roche’s request,

citing his “lack of insight into
criminal behavior” and his
“denial of crime.”

In its report, the board said
it determined that a “substan-
tial likelihood exists” that he
would commit a new crime if
released.

De La Roche, now 48, was
a freshman in college when he
shot his parents and brothers
while they slept in their East
Grand Avenue home. The
case — which inspired a book
and, more recently, a docu-
mentary — is considered one
of the state’s most horrific
crimes.

De La Roche initially con-

fossed and then recanted,
blaming the deaths on one of
his brothers. He was convict-
ed in 1978 and has been de-
nied parole at least three times
since. He is confined in South
Woods State Prison in Cum-
berland County.

The Parole Board will meet
again within the next 45 days
to determine De La Roche’s
next parole eligibility date,
Buccino said. The board could
decide to make him eligible in
18 to 36 months but could go
higher based on the circum-
stances of the case, he said.

E-mail: salazar@northjersey.com




Movie to tell tale of Montvale murders

EY MELISSA MEISEL

MONTVALE

It was a matter of intrigue,
according to Jon Doscher. As a
freshman at Pascack Hills High
School in 1985, he heard a shock-
ing story about a local homicide
from Tony Jannicelli, a detective
(now chief) at the Woodcliff Lake
Police Department. It was the tale
of Harry De La Roche, a young
man who murdered four of his
family members almost 10 years
prior on Thanksgiving weekend.

Now, as an actor
and producer,
Doscher and East
Coast film produc-
tion company
Starline Films are
developing the true
story of “Anyone’s
Son,” originally pub-
lished in a 1979
book of the same
name. Plans to begin

month the comple-
tion of a contractual
agreement with the
book’s author,
Roberta  Roesch,
and De La Roche to
produce the film.

A documentary
on the topic will also
be made, tentatively

shooting the motion
picture start in September 2006,

\ titled, “Harry...A
DE LAROCHE Communication
Breakdown.”

“It all stems from passionate

with a targeted theatrical release of storytelling,” says Doscher about

November 2007.

the De La Roche project.

“First,

Starline Films announced last you need to be obsessed with a par-

m Doscher with book author Roesch.

FROM PAGE 1

to involve the public in the making
of “Anyone’s Son.” They have
formed a Professional Advisory
Committee to help ensure accura-
cy, including and Woodcliff Lake
Police Sgt. Bruce Conway and
Carl Olsen, a retired Montvale
police officer.

A Pascack Hills Alumni
Committee was also established,
and according to Jonathan
Moncrief, 1986 PHHS alumnus
and screenwriter/consultant for the
project, “We've been getting a
tremendous amount of feedback,
with nearly 200 past alumni

responding, and more coming in
each day looking to assist us.”

Ryan Bagley, a 1993 PHHS
graduate, is one of the many alum-
ni involved in the making of the
film. He tells Pascack Press: “He
(Doscher) has been talking about
making this movie for a while
now, which gave me interest in not
only the film but also the story
itself. Jon told me he has spoken to
Harry and a significant amount of
his classmates, and they all tell dif-
ferent versions - which clearly
brings myth to the story.”

For more information, go to
WWW.anyonesson.com.

ticular story, whether its fact or fic-
tion. Second, you need to have a
clear vision, and an understanding
of the message you wish to con-
vey.”

In July, Doscher visited De La
Roche, who was convicted on four
counts of murder and is currently
serving a lifetime prison sentence,
for an interview that was “extreme-
ly productive and ultimately will
be very essential in telling the story
as accurately as possible.”

Starline is aggressively trying
to involve the public in the making

See MOVIE page 12 »
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