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N.J. indie tlick puts tfocus on racial protiling

EY CLAUDIA PERRY
STAR-LEDYGER STAFF

“4Chosen,” a 48-minute documentary about
the 1998 Turnpike shoofings that led to a na-
tional examination of racial profiling, opened
this vear's Garden Btate Film Festival which
confinues through tomorrow n Asbary Park

The sereenmyg was held Thursday at the Par-
arnount Theater on the boardwalk, comypleta
with celebnity sightings. Randy Jones, the ongl-
nal cowhoy in the Village People; Danny Alello
and hig actor-son. Ricky: “Sopranos”™ cast mem-
bers Vincent Pagtore and Artie Pasquale; plus
talk show host Montel Williams were amnong the
notables snapped on the red carpet.

The premiers was a benefit for the Montel
Williams MS Foundation. Williams, who i bat-
thng the disease, spoke from the audience. His
production cormpany, Letnon, has teamed up
with New Jersey's Starline Films in hopes of
maling a feature film based on the events sur-
rounding the inecident

On April 22, 1998, Keshon Moore wag diiving
three fnends — Danny Reves, Rayshawn Brown
and Leroy Jarmaine Grant, to North Carolina
for a baskethall trvout. Their van was pulled
over near Exf 74 on the Twrnpike by State
Troopers James Kenna and John Hopan, After

the van bumped one of the froopers (Moore
shifted into reverse and it rolled), the froopers
fired 11 shots mto the vehicle, wounding all ex-
cept Moore.

Williamms urged the audience to have conver-
sations with fends after seeing the film.

“Talk about ‘driving while black,” " Williams
said, nsng a well-known expression to describe
racial profiling. “Some of us are thinking about
votig a black man into the White House. This
15 an iasue that 1s still thmely.”

The screening followed other Starline film
promos and a short concert by Danny Alello.
Reves, one of the four men wonnded in the en-
counter, co-produced and co-wrote the film

The docirnentary makes liberal use of news
footage from the original coverage, including in-
terviews with friends and family of Reyes,
Moaore, Brown and Grant. Activist Al Sharpton
and jazzrman Wynton Marsalis are also featured.

The roopers pleaded guilty to official mis-
condnct and making talse statements The four
recelved $12.9 million from the state.

Jon Dogcher, the director of “4Chosen,”
began Starline Films about four vears ago with
the proceeds from the sale of his power washing
buginess. Doscher, who lives in Woodchff Liake,
met Danny Alello when his company worked at

Alello’s Bergen County home. Doscher, who
studied acting at the Lee Strasberg Institute in
Manhattan, performed a monolognue for Aiello,
who helpad him get small roles in gome nde-
pendent films.

“Our company has gone from nothing to
being worth $5 milhion,” Doscher said. “I'm very
prond of that.”

Dioacher said there was httle interest in the
documentary from film studios. He made it to
bring attention to the fsature he hopes to malke
sommeday. “What gravitated me to it was that it
was certamly imely with the 10th anmiverssay
comng up and all,” Doscher gaad. “T was antici-
pating it being revisited by the press. Their bas-
ketball careers may have ended, but they took
the settlement money and made some good
come of it.”

“4Chosen” will alzo be sereened at 4 pam.
today at the Fifth Avenue Pavilion as part of the
festival A diseussion will follow the screening.
Admisgion 1s $10. DVDs are available at the fes-
tival for $20, and for $24.99, which includes ship-
ping and handling, at starlinefilms. com. Five
dollars from every DVD sale goes to Willams'
M3 Foundation.

Clewcio Pervy may be reached ot cpervy
msteriedger.com or (973) 392-5954.



